VVolume 81
Issue 1

The Western Breeze

Western Hills Engineering High School

Western Hills University High School

2144 Ferguson Road
Cincinnati, OH 45238

October, 2009

New faces aWWH Engineering

Zach Widner ‘11

N’Neka Chapman ‘12

Our task was to interview new teachers
and staff at WHE. A few of the new faces
are: Principal, Mary Hahn; Assistant
Principal, Kim Colon; Science teacher,
Mary Ann Schneiders; and building
substitute Lindsay Lenhoff.

Before becoming a principal Ms. Mary
Hahn was a math teacher for 25 years. Ms.
Hahn enjoys being a principal, but also
enjoyed teaching math. She would love to
do both, but she sticks with the hardest
one because she likes the new challenges
that she runs into everyday.

Ms. Hahn attended Bethel Tate. Her high

school was very different than ours. Her
high school was in the country. The
school only had about four hundred in a
town of about two thousand. She at-
tended college first at Miami University
for her BS.ED in math, then University of
Cincinnati for her master’s degree and
principal’s certificate.

Ms. Hahn wants the students to work
with her and work on getting to know each
other. She does like to knit, do house
work, and attempts to garden. Book wise
Ms. Hahn likes to read fiction books,
science books, Discover, and Time
Magazine, and do math puzzles. She
recommended that students read some
books by Charles Dickens, but mostly she
wants students to read what they are most
interested in. Ms. Hahn is enthused by the
staff of the school. She told us, “We’re in
a place in our history where the school is

Teen over spending

Destiney Larkin ‘11

The major problem that we are having in
the world now is over spending. When
teens over spend they forget to think
about the future and the economy now,
you should really plan future and save up
for the future. By doing this you will have
money saved up for debt and health care
problems (hopefully not).

Most things that people over spend on
is mostly name brands and things that are
currently in style. These things are
addictive.

Andre Neal said, “Teens over spend on
phones, shoes, gold, and basically stuff
not really needed and when they want to

ready to move forward.”

Ms. Hahn would like to see more after
school activities that are more student
friendly so students feel more at home here
at school. Some clubs she has in mind are a
Dance Team, Yoga, and Tutoring Program.
She choose this school because it fit well

Harper’s Letters to a Young Brother, and a
Young Sister.

She likes the newness of the school,
new students, new teachers, and she likes
that the students are learning the history
of the school. She would like to see more
leadership of students and she wants to
start a show case of the good students.

She came to Western Hills Engineering
High School because of Mrs. Hahn. She
wanted to continue working with Mrs.
Hahn and try something new. As Assis-
tant Principal, she wants to change some
things too. Her changes are the OGT

We believe that she and Ms. Hahn can
work together and accomplish their goals.

Mrs. Mary Ann Schneider’s teaches
Chemistry. She loves teaching it. She has

Ms. Colon

with what she likes and thought it has a lot
of potential.

As in any school there are some things that
need to be changed. These things that she
wants to change are state report card rating,
reduce suspensions, and working toward a
one hundred percent on time graduation rate,
and last but not least, work hard and have
fun together. We all believe Ms. Hahn will
“Work Hard, Be Nice, and Succeed” at what
she’s working so hard to do.

Mrs. Kimberly White-Colon, assistant
principal, was an elementary math teacher for
grades three- eight. She really enjoyed being
with the students and getting to know them.
She attended Withrow High School, class of
1988. Her school was way bigger, with a lot
more activities, and a lot more teachers. She
has earned a Bachelor’s at Miami University
in science, and math and she earned a degree
in School Administration from University of
Cincinnati.

Mrs. White-Colon has a daughter. She’s
easy to talk to, a problem solver, and loves
TV. She also likes non-fiction books a lot, but
she’s not much on the romance novels. At
the moment she’s reading a book called Girl
Power. She recommends that students read
Steven Covey’s Seven Habits, and Hill

Ms. Schneiders

a degree in medical technology, with a
major in Biology and a minor in Chemistry,
and has been teaching for 24 years.

Mrs. Schneider’s attended Seton High
School. Her school is really no where near
close to comparing to our school; her
school was full of nothing but girls, and a
Catholic school. She preferred the coed
schools.

She loves camping, being on/by the
lake, and reading. At the moment Mrs.
Schneider’s is reading a wonderful book
called The Broken Window by Jeffery
Deaver. The book she recommends to the
students is the Harry Potter series; she
believes it makes your mind wonder. The
fact that the kids really want to learn and
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Swain said, “Yes | believe teens over spend,
which doesn’t leave any money in their

they should spend it on reasonable
things.”

scores, failure rates, and student behavior.

don’t act like a bunch of fools really makes
Mrs. Schneider’s very happy to be a teacher.
The main reason Mrs. Schneider’s came to
Western Hills Engineering is because she
wanted to come back to the West Side. We are
grateful to have a teacher like her teaching us
chemistry.

Ms. Lindsay Lenhof has a Degree in
Education, Social Studies, and English.

She attended Saint Henry high school in
Northern Kentucky. Her school is different
than ours because her school was Catholic

Ms. Lenhoff

and very small. The class she started with in
kindergarten is who she graduated with.

Ms. Lenhof played multiple sports at the
University of Kentucky. She is very active,
lives in Northern Kentucky with her two big
dogs, loves spending time with her family, and
reading. Some of her favorite things to read
are literature, real life books, and the Twilight
series. At the moment she’s reading a book
called Speak by Jamie Anderson. She recom-
mends the students and teachers to read
books by Walter D. Myers.

Ms. Lenhof likes how the students tell their
friends or teachers “how it is,” and how funny
the students are. She also likes how the
school works; she knows a lot about the
school by working with her sister, Ms.
Rachford, last year.

She would like to see more of a sense of
community, extra activities and more involve-
ment in groups after school. Ms. Lenhof still
hopes that the students go to class and work
their hardest.

In future issues, The Breeze will profile other
new faces at the school.

IS hurting economy

Tyler Perry said, “ I think teens over spend
because we buy things we really don’t need
and | waste ten dollars every week on things
I don’t need. | believe in rewarding myself
because | work hard but there is a such thing
as over rewarding yourself, because if you
don’t limit yourself you will become spoiled
and a brat.”

Leon White, a WHU student, said “I
believe in rewarding yourself like for graduat-
ing and getting good grades and no one can
over reward themselves.”

While teens over spend, our economy
suffers. When will they learn? So how much
istomuch............... ?



Engineering students jog to class

Anthony Hall “10

As you watch movies where high
school kids walk outside the school
between bells, you might think “I wish it
was like that at my school.” Here at West
High engineering, students have to go
outside to get to the classes in the mod’s.
When this started | loved the idea; the
thought of being outside during school
hours made my day. Of course the
problems came soon after.

My teacher stands outside of class to
see if students even try to get to class
fast. While she stands outside we have to
get past the group of people who seem to
make a job out of getting in your way.
Then, we walk up the short stairway that
would seem to be a nice easy trip but is
really a traffic site with a awful smell that
makes you light headed, walk across the
yard (which could be in a rain storm,
snow storm, heat wave, or a hail storm),
and when you finally make it to the mod’s
you will do two things. The first thing,
notice the teacher standing there or not

Opinions

luck it doesn’t matter) As soon as you set
eyes on the class door you most likely see it
closing on you- and your time after school
with it.

corrected. | asked around:

Adrienne Jones stated “I like going outside

so it doesn’t feel like I’m stuck in the
building.” That’s all she likes about it. She

“I’m tired of this outrageous
situation; we get a DT for
being late to class?”

I am tired of this outrageous situation; we

get a DT for being late to class!? The teacher

may say “late” but I hear “You have DT for:
people being in your way, going to get your
stuff, needing to use the bathroom, getting
through the people on the steps, rushing to
the mod’s, and watching me shut the door on
you.”

For the people in charge thinking “It’s just

says “ | don’t like the bad weather we have
to go through; we don’t have time to do
everything, and the lower grade kids are
annoying and loud on the way to the mod’s
and in the mod’s.”

D. White stated “I like going outside; not
many schools can do that and it gives us the

feeling of freedom in school.” As obvious as

it is, that’s all the positive for this situation.
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weather is also a problem getting to
class.”

Ricardo Colon stated “the walk to class
is a hassle and it is not like we are in
college.”

As | walk around the school, | hear the
talk of not going to class if the weather is
bad. I’m not a fortune teller of any kind,
but I think this will be a problem for the
school and those kids’ grades.

So we know the situation, the feelings of
the students and problems that might
come of this. WHAT ARE WE GOING TO
DO?

While thinking of a solution, I noticed a
stairway in the corner of the Under-
ground hallway that leads directly outside.
Ironically, this stair way is right next to my
class. This could solve my problems! No
more people in my way, ho more stinky
crowded stairways, no more long hikes, no
more deciding to run or not, and most of
all - no more doors slamming in my face!
Of course the Principal of Dater might
have an issue about us using it, so
currently I can’t walk that way.

So hello problems, I’m back. This has to
be solved or it will be a bad school year
for most of us.

Unthink what you thought about H1IN1
The vaccination Is necessary

D. White also said “There is not a lot of time
to get things done and get to class. The bad

and of course the second thing, decide if
you want to run for it or not. (With my

one kids thoughts on the subject; it doesn’t
matter,”well you can go ahead and stand

Kenya Scott ‘10

Sneezing, coughing, runny nose, sore
throat, head aches and fever are all signs
of the common cold, or maybe swine flu
also known H1N1. You cannot walk past a
magazine or open the newspaper and not
see a new death, a new case or a recent
development about the swine flu. This is
not the first time the HIN1 virus has “all
of a sudden popped up.” The year 1968
triggered the first pandemic of the virus.

Since then, which was about 25 years
ago, there has been another outbreak.
Because that was 25 years ago the
vaccination is in first priority to Health-
care workers and emergency personnel
with direct patient contact, children, teens

and young adults ages 6 months to 24 years;

pregnant women; parents and caregivers of
infants younger than 6 months; and adults
25-64 with underlying health conditions,

including asthma, diabetes, heart disease and

acompromised immune system
(Www.cincinnati.com).

Research says that the best way to make
sure that none of your loved ones get
infected is to wash your hands frequently,
mainly before eating, after using the bath-
room, and after sneezing or coughing. While
washing your hands use hot water and soap
and for the duration of the time sing your
“ABCs”. Sneeze or cough into a tissue or in
your sleeve or elbow. Do not sneeze or
cough in your hands. An important one is

The Breeze Staff

Layout and Design Editor :Kenya Scott

stay home if you’re feeling sick. This helps
prevent the spread of the virus.

Yes, all these tactics are helpful, but in my
opinion the best way to have this swine flu
come to a halt is to get the HIN1 vaccina-
tion. Some people seem to think that getting
the vaccination will make you sick. This is
not actually true; studies have shown that
the vaccination has been 70 to 90 percent
effective in preventing the virus. There is a
slim to none chance that you can get the
virus from the vaccination but your chances
of getting it by not getting the vaccination
are far greater.

The vaccination comes in two forms, the
mist and the shot. The mist is just a potent
as the shot. The mist takes less time to make

and is made from a weakened form of the
virus but only has a small risk of making
anyone sick. Also the flu mist has been
shown to be more protective against the
seasonal flu. But if you prefer the shot it is
made from a killed version of the virus and
doesn’t have the potential to make anyone
sick.

Whichever form you choose just make
sure you are getting the vaccination. The
vaccination is a sure way to keep you
healthy and most importantly alive. Try
not to believe what you hear, most of the
time the myths and gossip about the
vaccinations are not true.

We need to get involved!

Kameron Glover ‘12

“1d feel very scared and angry” said a sophomore at Western Hills High School in response to a
question about bullying. Students think adults are ignorant of the bullying and hazing plagues that
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infect schools.

Bullying and hazing isn’t just noticed in school by the students, but also outside and around the
Mustang campus. Bullying and hazing doesn’t just affect the freshmen but sophomores, juniors, and
seniors as well. Some of the students say bullying and hazing isn’t serious enough to be considered
a issue , but others say it’s a serious issue for every student’s safety.

Though seminars, assembles, meetings, events, and classes are held about the dangers of bullying
and hazing, the experience of being bullied and hazed is more horrific then just learning about it. Some
students say things just can’t be done about this situation, others say the students themselves can
do things about the situation like: reporting incidents, being positive, and being respectful. The
students on campus say change on this situation would be greatly appreciated.

Bullying and hazing are taunting by individuals or groups of people derived from issues from their
lives that they cannot control. Seeing that bullies are controlling by nature they become afraid of the
issue that their dealing with and face it by causing others pain. Psychologically a bully is somewhat if
not fully comforted by seeing another person’s hurt. Some students call these bullies sadists, some
think they are justified, others chose not to comment when asked what do they think a bully is and/or
why they think a bully is or isn’t right in what they do.

The feeling of bullying and hazing comes in many ways from verbal to non-verbal. The *social class’
in schools doesn’t apply to these plagues. From freshmen to seniors these plagues will always be
dangerous through the eyes of its victims. Many situations have been reported and secretly talked
about in the halls of high schools all over the world.

No matter what people may tell you bullying and hazing will always be wrong. Nobody actually
knows why people bully or haze people. This is the world we live in; we can never get rid of these
hazers or bullies, but we can change our attitudes and hope for the best. Through being respectful
and keeping our peers in positive manners we can hope to accomplish peace in not just our school
but be the example for other schools as well.



Ebony Jackson ‘11

Lacie Bobbs ‘11

What do you see when you
first walk through the School
doors on the first day of
school? Nothing but Fashion!
Fashion! Fashion! Everywhere
you look. And they range from
bright colors and new name
brand clothes to old fashion
and trend setters. Here are the
do’s and don’ts for fall and
winter according to the
professionals at Fashion Era.
Com and your fellow peers at
West High.

The first big topic on the list
of winter fashion is the ever so
controversial checkered
scarves. The professionals say
that they are in fashion still but
| asked around West High to see
if | got a different answer.

Robin Brice, class of 2011, said
“l personally love scarves. And
even though most people think
that there meant only for winter |
don’t agree. Modern times have
changed the meaning and
function for many things and
though it may still serve as an
article to keep you cool it’s also
a topping to every outfit making
that once boring outfit POP!”

Whitney Hollingsworth class
of 2012, said “I Think that the
scarves are in style but they are
not for every body”.

DeSean Cook, class of 2011,
said “I think these scarves go
hard and they will stay in fashion through-
out the winter.”

The next thing that came to my mind that |
seen in the summer and made me wonder if |
would see it in the winter was tights. Now

Fashion

tights in my opinion are a summer fashion
trend and not a winter one. But the profes-
sionals say that the tights are in style just in
different colors.

Robin Brice States that she thinks, “It all

Students showing the latest fashions at Homecoming 2009

depends, some girls tend to wear them and
only them with a shirt and even though it’s
cute it does not keep you cool. There are
ways to stay cool and be cute.

Whitney says that she thinks that tights
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are definatley in fashion but
not every one looks right
wearing them”.

DeSean says he “thinks
that the tights could be
worn any time of the year”.
Two things | love most
about fashion in the winter
are the boots and the colors
of winter. Now the Pros say
that the colors are purple,
red, blue, gold, and orange.
These are great colors in my
opinion. And the boots
fashion is Knee length
boots in any color. So once
again | went to our school
for opinions.

Marcus Hollingsworth,
class of 2011 said “Yes |
think that the Knee high
boots will be in fashion
especially at Engineering. |
defiantly think that red and
blue will be worn at West
High but as far as the other
colors go I don’t think that
they will be worn as much.”

Whitney , said, “I think
B they will because we are in
the colorful stage in our
West High Fashion world”.
And yes | think that the
knee high boots are in and
they look great”!

Now according to our
fellow peers at West High
here are the verdicts for
whats in and what out.
Tights, Knee highboots,
scarves and the professional
colors are in. Now that you
have some of the winter fashions from
the Professionals point of view and from
your fellow Peers at West High’s point of
view... What will you wear?

Teens obsess over body art: Tattoos and Piercings

Robin Brice ‘11

Walking into the school building
ready to complete yet another long year
you expect to see old faces and those not
so familiar. You anticipate seeing the variety
of shoes and clothes because the first day
of school is always like a fashion show. But
this year is different the fashion show isn’t
all about apparel the new “it” thing is body
art. From tattoos to body piercings high
school students as a whole have created a
new body art obsession.

But what is it with teens and their
body art fetish? Will this new obsession
will have an effect on teens’ future?

All the students had different
opinions; each creating their own discus-
sions and debates on what would never
think was a controversial topic. With much
poise the student each presented their on
outlook on what they believe to be the
answer to those two simple questions in a
mediated discussion. | selected things that
some students and staff said.

Freshmen James Honaker says:
“They’re okay, | guess. They’re good for
art work and they often make you look
better. But even though they’re expressive |
also think they will hinder me from achiev-
ing some of my long time goals and | have a
lot of them. Some advice | would give to
others is don’t get them because they start
to become addictive and that one would
start to multiply.”

Sophomore Cody Little responds: “I
don’t want them yet | don’t really mind them.
I do think however in the future it will hinder
you from getting corporate jobs. | don’t
understand why anyone would get a piercing
just to have something metal extruding from
various parts of your body.”

Junior Ebony Jackson thinks:
“Honestly, I think that tattoos should have a

generation but no matter how you look at it
it’s all art. It’s similar to how people view
drooping regardless of how people wear
their pants they are still pants and serve
the same purpose.”

Art Teacher Liz Knodle in
Engineering thinks: “Tattoos historically
and contemporarily are suppose to be a
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just like careful with

tattoos, any

type of piercing can effect your reputation
and image depending upon where it’s
located. | think that tattoos and peircings do
effect there future because in corporate
America they are quick to judge.”

Senior David White says: “Person-
ally, | began getting tattoos this summer and
I got them because it represents the person
that I am and displays something about me
that I obviously feel that people should
know. It is possible that it could affect your
future because many of employers do look
for such body art and stereotype you off of
them. People do try to fit in and maybe that is
what getting body art is about for my

their decisions about what they get, who
they get them from and why they get
them.”

“As appealing as they are as a
form of expression | think its best to wait
and really get an understanding about
what you want to have, what you want it
to mean and when you decide it’s the right
time you invest in a qualified professional.
That means save up your money until you
have enough that way you know your
getting good quality artwork because it is a
permanent mark on your body and you
want it to look good.”

“As far as future goes it is a
possibility as with anything else that it

could affect your future all depending
upon the tastefulness and placement of
the tattoo. It’s fine expressing yourself
but remember the real test is your interac-
tion with the people around you. People
shouldn’t judge you by your appearance
yet you shouldn’t obsess over the way
you look either.”

Engineering Teacher Pamela
Truesdell responded by saying, “I think
people getting body art are making life
long choices that they will possibly regret
later on. Example my uncle who was in the
navy got four tattoos on this arm but now
after so many years he’s change profes-
sion and is currently a GE worker and a
deacon for a church. Now he feels as
though he is obligated to wear long
sleeves. They are somewhat art but the
bothersome part is the permanency. There
are many ways of expressing yourself
such as the clothes you wear and the car
you drive but those aren’t anything that
you’re stuck with your whole life.”

The obsession that most high
school students have taken hard to is the
urge to get ink put on their body and/or
pokes small holes in their bodies. Even
though this is something that | won’t get to
into it is something that is around you ev-
erywhere you look and go. Tattoos and
peircings is the modern way of art and we
are our own canvas’s painting different im-
ages.
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First job at Dunham Pool is a great experience

Alexis Marshall ‘11

Over the summer, | had the opportunity and pleasure to work, | was employed by the
Cincinnati Recreation Commission (CRC) at Dunham Pool. This, | would say, was a good
experience for me since it was my first job. | worked as a gate attendant; my job duties
where very similar to those of a gate monitors without the handling of money. Duties
included collection of tokens, wrist band placements and monitored pool slides. One of
the most important things | learned from having a summer job was managing my personal
money.

A lot of the events that happened over the past summer at the pool are not something |
will soon forget. | was able to meet a lot of cool new people employees of CRC could
swim for free, and | learned how to tread water and stay afloat in the deep end of the water.
The best part was working in the sun, which allowed me to get a nice tan.

One of my favorite memories at the pool was when there weren’t any people that came to
swim because the weather was so bad so we ordered out LaRosas and “chill-axed.” For
the days we closed early we were able to play card games like spoons and Egyptian Rat
Screw, which turned out to be a lot of fun.

I loved the people | worked with because they were cool including my mangers which
made the days easy and fun. Mr. Hudepohl was one of my supervisors that | worked with
and saw over the summer who also works at my school.

If you are interested in getting a job with Cincinnati Recreation Commission, call (513)
357-POOL (7665) or look on the website www.aquatics@Cincinnati-oh.gov. | would
definitely recommend for high school students to get a summer job there! CRC offers
several different jobs for teenager,. some jobs available include: life guards, gate monitors,
pool monitors, and pool attendants.

Camp Step

Zach Widner ‘12

Over the summer | had the chance to your help.
volunteer for a program called Stepping ~ \Volunteer-
Stones which is a great program. Itis a ing at

camp for children with so many disabili- ~ Steeping £ i

ties, this camp gave parents a safe place ~ Stones | VOIunteerl ng or even Work-
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speak, walk,
working their
muscles,
and/or
feeding
them. |
worked at
the camp for
three
months,
when
summer
ended it

Alexis and head lifeguard, Shawn Bonner

INg Stones

really mad me sad. For me, it was sad because
it was the end of camp, most because | knew |
was not going to be able to wake up and
work with those | called my “children’, and
showing how much | care for them.

I encourage kids to apply to work or
volunteer at Steeping Stones just for the
experiences that you get from being there
with the kids. If you feel like this is something
you would like to do then view our website
at: www.steppingstonescenter.org and get
the application to send in to us. I think you
would really enjoy yourself.
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Alycia Marshall ‘11

Being able to volunteer at the Newport Aquarium was a great experience that | will always
remember! Many will ask me, “What is it that you do when you volunteer there?” The Best way
that | can tell you is that | basically did the same thing as the staff, which is to educate the public
about the animals that the aquarium has.

My favorite exhibit at the aquarium was the ‘Rain Forest’. In the Rain Forest were the Sea Otters
and the Rainbow Lorikeets, not to forget the one Kookaburra that usually has three spots that you
can find him. Even though many do not really like the lorikeets because they are loud, go to the
bathroom a lot, fly into some people and are just plain mischievous. I still love the Lorikeets
because they fascinate me so much. One of the most interesting facts about them is that they have
the Intelligence of a four year old, which | believe to be very true because if you watch them long
enough, you will see the funny things that they can do.

An example of this would be when they figure out how to get to the other side of the ‘net’ that
they are to stay in, although it’s not a big worry since they know how to get back to the other side
when they get hungry. Even though I can’t really prove this, | have seen these Lorikeets actually
try and aim at people when they have to go to the bathroom

Overall, my time at the aquarium has been unforgettable and a great experience if | plan to be a
Marine Mammal Trainer in the future.

If you would like to volunteer at Newport Aquarium over the next summer, all that you would
have to do is contact Jenny Greber at (859)-815-1441.
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Want to join The Breeze
Staff? We meet evey
THURSDAY, after school
In room 112, Mod B. If
you have geat ideas and
love to write, we need
you! Join us!

Paychecks can lead to overspending!
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Don’t Let Anyone Say
You’re Not Beautiful

Zyouna Black ‘12

When you are in school, everyone gets scared about something going wrong. You
think you won’t be cool enough, or a whole lot of people will talk about you during the
whole school year. You feel like a big ball of nothing. Well, I say just be yourself because
when you are your own person, it doesn’t matter who you are to other people. Also, it
doesn’t matter how your hair looks, what you wear, and how people really think about
you. When you wake up in the morning, just look in the mirror and say to yourself,

“l am (your name here), and | am the best person | can be. | am a strong man or woman
and | can get through anything that comes my way. | will succeed in school, work, and
everything else that helps me. I will never let anyone stop me from doing what I do best,
and that’s being myself! No matter what.”

On my first day of school, | was so terrified because | was going to another school for
my sophomore year. | was coming here to West High Engineering from Hughes High
School. When | got up that morning, | heard this song by Eminem called “Beautiful.”
This was the first time | heard the song because my little sister put it on my mp3 player
the night before by accident. After | heard it, the song inspired me so much and | felt
other people should know it too because it can make your day because of the lyrics in
the song.

Whenever you are feeling down and out about something, just write it down. When
you write your problems down in a notebook or journal, you will feel better because you
have gotten them off your mind and you won’t have to worry about it.

When you are at home or anywhere feeling low, just think of the chorus of the song
“Beautiful” by Eminem. It goes like this:

“In my shoes, just to see
What its like, to be me
Il be you, lets trade shoes
Just to see what it would be like
To feel your pain, you feel mine
Go inside each others minds
Just to see what we’d find
Look at things through each others eyes
Don’t let them say you aint beautiful
They can all get hurt, just stay true to you”

These are some words of wisdom to you. | hope that what | am saying to you will help
you if you are ever down in life.

For all it does is hurt.

never works.

And when it does,

It only uses my heart,
Then leaves it lonely.

It only feels like hell.

What’'s Love Gotta Do with it?

Asante Knight ‘12

What's love gotta do with it?

When you think it’s gonna last, that’s when it
What's love gotta do with it?

It can’t help this situation out.

It only makes you wanna shout.

What's love gotta do with it?
It never does anything for me.

What's love gotta do with it?

You’ll wanna stay away from it,
Or you may end up in jail.

What's love gotta do with it?

With it what’s love gotta do.

I’'ve been in and out so many times,

That | can finally say “With it, I'm through.”

Short story: A simple reminder

N’neka Chapman ‘11

The moon glided in the night clouds sat at
bay, shading the stars around it. The light
from the moon created wings within his
back. Eyes cold as the night air, reminding
of the past pain eased with in his eyes. The
night air went silent as the world went even
colder. The waves of the ocean signed a
gentle melody to the world. He lay down
upon the sand to look at the heavenly
cloud. Rain drops fell from the sky washing
his sins within the sand. He stood up as
the rain fell on his darkling face. “Washing
the darkest sins away and let the angels
sing”.

His wings grow black as the moon was
shaded by the clouds. “Gentle soul, you’re
S0 young to be broken into pieces, life to

short to be stain away through the faded
stars. a voice said with a simple smile”. A
woman walked from in the water. “Never
let the pain over come your hopes and
desires”. Life should be cherish as a gift.
She walker to him and placed her hands
on his head. Tears tipped from off his
eyes as soon light bubbled from off under
the two beings. As soon the image of
wings grow on her back. “An angel at
heart is an angel at soul”.

Never let the past betray your life... The
sweet melody danced within their crested
souls. The night air simmer down became
so warm and gentle..

The rain drops sliding against their faces,
letting the stars being hope upon the
land. Glazing stars look upon them like a

stage. “Listen to the sounds of the Angels”
she said. “Allow me to take your pain, allow
me to be the one to protect you this time”.
The beams of light started to circle around
them, as if they had a mind of their own.
Feeling the spirit flaming within them.
Watching them as if it was a play of Romeo
and Juliet. Allowing the moon to become a
beautiful stage. “All you have to do is just
listen”. “Just listen”....His heart start beating
fast and faster as his past pain start to fade
like having his life flash before his eyes. Tear
after tears run down his cheeks. “No need to
cry no more < ill take your pain away”. You’ve
been fighting all your life, so just this once
allow me to be your sword. Graceful lights
from the star brighten more and more. The
moon sits at the middle of the sky at every

hour.

The moon glowing the night, the waves of
the ocean slowly calm.. “Just relax and
listen”, she whispers once more. The
angel’s song of the future in his ears.
Allowing hope to ease your pain, allow the
stars and the moon guide you. His wings
turn to white as snow. Two doves flow
gently in the night sky. Reminding how life
should have been. Reminding him what
hope once felt. He got up off his knees,
feeling the mellow spirit within his growing
soul. Soon his tears stop.. She kisses his
forehead, as the last tear fell. Glazing at the
stars for the answer they seek. “Do you
know what the true meaning of hope is”,
the wind hissed. True meaning to live?

Be continue......... part 1
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Love’s Excursion

Whitney Hollingsworth ‘12

L OVE. Love is the affection that one feels for another. Love is stronger than hate and it causes one to do things they’ve never thought they’d
do in their life. Love is supposed to be everlasting and cherished by the two people that share it, but often people look for love in ALL
THE WRONG PLACES. What causes a person to do that? Why do people, young teenage females especially, allow theirselves to
become so vulnerable when it comes to love?

Marcus Hollingsworth, a junior attending Western Hills University High School commented that, “Young teenage girls look for love in
all the wrong places because whoever they’re looking at SEEMS to be attractive and amusing, yet they’re ignorant to the fact that true
love is obtained by first loving yourself.”

It’s very true that the majority of female adolescents are blind-folded to the fact that self-love is the first step in finding true love, but
what actually makes a person want to look for love elsewhere instead of within them? Are family issues, low self-esteem, and/or internal
problems involved in teenagers’ actions?

Ariss Allen, an A Honors student who attends Western Hills Engineering High School stated that, “Neglect from your parents, sexual
abuse, and loneliness are just a few reasons why people look for love in the wrong places.”

Depression, peer pressure, not having self- respect, and trouble in one’s household are more reasons why teens look for love from
someone else instead of within themselves. These attributes can also lead to suicidal thoughts, which can end fatally. Problems such as
low self-esteem and negligence can be solved. People like mentors, counselors, and psychologists are those problem solvers.

Will I ever find you?

Will you ever find me?

Will we ever meet

Halfway

And caress each other

For the rest of our days?

Will we ever enjoy each others com-
pany?

Can | be myself around you
Or do | have to act fake?

Will | have to put on a mask
As if | were at a masquerade?

L'ﬁ'v'dE h d In conclusion, I strongly advise anyone who has an issue with themself to seek special help. No, this does not mean that you are

¥‘é att ol a\t/te tct)_ 0,7 mentally challenged or slow, it shows that you care about yourself. For all the females, please don’t allow oppression, peer pressure, or
g(; youra d entions . fiah others comments affect who you are as a person. Don’t exploit yourself to attract negative attention from the opposite sex just because

(?\?elr ygxe to dress promiscuously, fight you want to feel loved. If you carry yourself with respect and love yourself for who you are, that special someone will eventually come

your way and you’ll be able to live a Cinderella story!
‘Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find;
knock, and it shall be opened unto you:’
(Matthew 7:7)

Just to earn myself a suspension?
Will you ever break my heart?

Will you play with my emotions
Just to laugh

And tear me apart?

Will you ever lie straight to my face,
Put someone else in my place,

Ar e there two sides to Myspace?

And strut around with arrogance and

ease? Allana Robinson “12
“There are some really good things i
Do teens go on Myspace and Facebook to ¥y 9 g Facebook it can be a really great place.
L.O.V.E. chat with friends? To meet new people? To about Myspace and Facebook. A lot of My opinion about Myspace and
20)/, I'm 30 confused get the newest ' ' what we read is about safety on Facebook is that they can be good places.
A;Jr¢'ji(<:jaor1ta being abused rumors or to get a ; E They are goqd places
9 rumor started? To s . tomeetup with your

Afraid to let someone share

friends and family
All the feelings

keep in contact with
members. If parents

long lost family

::Ja\ll:l/zgnlslde members or friends? thifnk tt?1e sit(:]s a:g not
Or just to blog? safe, they shou

Let GO and Let GOD? Websitos fikc not let their children

Will I ever CBSnews.com say or child use one.

ggjly that these websites Here are some tips

Happy? are dangerous. For ;Ejo stay a\{va)t/ from

' example, “a 14- angers just in case

year-gld girl began you accidentally run

L.O.V.E

Please stick by my side
Convince me you're the one
So that I won’t go and

Say good-bye.

Embrace me with affection
Let me know it'll be okay
Hold me close to you

Wipe all my tears away.
Stay loyal to me

Show me your devotion
Never let me be

Please end my love excursion.

receiving graphic
messages from a
much older man,
asking whether she
was ‘OK with me
being 38?"” Other
websites such as
AssociatedContent.com
mention that there
are predators and

Students work in Mr. Edwards’ computer lab

into predators or
stalkers. Tip one:
make sure your
profile is blocked so
that anyone that you
don’t know doesn’t
get on your profile.
Tip two: if you ever
notice a predator or
stalker report them or
tell an adult . Last

stalkers on
. but not least, do not
m)r/esrr:?scz(? r;%f;ﬁi??ﬁg 'V\tzg)s/ifels 0 say that Myspace and the internet in general. give away any information to people that
. . i Those are topics that need to be ,
Other websites really disagree. For P you don’t know.

discussed .But if you know how to be

example, spteterteens.blogspot.com says safe and responsible on Myspace and
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Just When You Were Ready to Give Up... Not so

David White ‘10

Once again our football team was off to
a slow start. After the first three games
we still hadn’t brought home a victory.
“Man they’re whack!!!” Sound Familiar?
I’ll Bet it does if you have ears to hear
with. This was after the 3rd game of the
season just when everybody was ready
to give up hope, but then things turned
around!

Just about everybody had a grudge
against the players, they would go
around teasing them about how garbage
they are and how they’ll never be good.
The football players would always have
their reason on why they lost that game
that weekend but regardless of the
excuse for the loss, the West High
students were upset with our team. The
students as well as the staff, wanted to
share the feeling of our football team
bringing us back a “W”.  We wanted to
share the excitement that comes with a
win from our football team.

We wanted to be able to go to class on
Monday morning and hear the football
players telling us how bad they whooped
the other team, or to go into the lunch
room and sit with our friends and share
our own personal stories from watching
the game, and even walk through the
neighborhood and brag to everybody
about how our school’s football team is
better than theirs.

| feel it is safe to say to the whole
football organization that we as a school

Mustangs finish improved after sl

want the “Mustang Pride” that we hear
older generations talk about and we,
ourselves, long to feel.

it?
I asked Mr. Dunn, (W.H.E. Engineering

teacher, Former Colerain Football coach, “04”

Although the season State
is far from Champs)
over the what he
Mustangs thinks the
were problem is
desperate and he said,
for awin and “We have
even more had a
desperate different
for the coaching
support of staff for the
their school, past 3 years;
inlcuding the this makes it
students, hard for our
staff and players to
even their build on their
own fellow success year
players. Sol after year.”
wasn’t going His solution
to discrimi- for this is as
nate against follows, “have
the players a steady
and blame it football
all on them, Captain, Dion Colvin, dives for the ball. coaching staff
instead | was that has a job

determined to
help them do what was neccessary to start
winning and get our schools support back.
After game three, | went around interview-
ing to find out from a player’s perspective,
fan’s perspective, and even staff’s perspec-
tive what the problem with our football team
issofarand...... How can we as a school fix

in the school
district.”

I also contacted varsity football players,
Jimmy Knight, (#28, RB) and Nick Valentine,
(#9,D.T.,, FEB., L.B.) and asked them the same
two questions. Jimmy said one of the
problems is, “the lack of team spirit from the
players as well as the school as a whole.” His

ow start

solution for this was, “We need to get
more people out to the games and players
need to be more disciplined.”

Nick Valentine of the varsity football
team thinks the problem is, “we don’t even
have a home field to play on.” This is very
important to a teams success, we all need
the advantages of playing at home in front
of our own crowd. His solution is
obviously, “do what ever needs to be
done to get our bleachers up and use our
own home field.”

Well it’s been almost a month (5 games)
since these interviews and you can hate
‘em or you can love ‘em but you got to
agree that they have stepped up their
game.

The West High Mustangs now hold a
record of 3 winsand 5 losses (2-2 in
conference) and a possibility to end the
season at 5-5, which would be a real good
upgrade from the past couple of years for
the Mustangs.

I’m not sure what it was that made the
Mustangs turn around what was once a
full blast take off to another whack season,
to currently, an undeniably improved
season. Maybe it was the interviews,
maybe it was the embarrassing reputation,
maybe it was Mustang Pride that they
longed to feel.

Well honestly we don’t care what it was,
as long as they keep bringing us back
wins they can keep smiles on our faces
and expect our support. Lets get this .500




